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A Dog Named Missy
Delman Heider, a resident of the Lighthouse at 
Brown Deer, was a loyal worker. For 40 years 
when machines at the St. Regis Paper Company 
broke down, he’d repair them. “He loved his work,” 
says his daughter-in-law Carol, whose husband, 
Dennis, also worked at St. Regis for 20 years. 
	
A Milwaukee native, Delman never called any-
where else home—with the exception of the four 
years he and his wife, Dolores, retired in Florida. 
“Betty,” as Delman called Dolores, died in 1991. 
The couple had three children, five grandchildren, 

and 10 great grandchildren.
	
The Heider’s dog, Missy, was their faithful com-
panion for more than a decade before Delman’s 
retirement. Missy’s image has been immortalized 
on a canvas that now hangs in Delman’s room at 
the Lighthouse. Ed Jamerson, Carol’s co-worker, 
created the colored chalk drawing. 
	
“We couldn’t ask for a better place for Delman 
to be than the Lighthouse,” says Carol, who also 
cares for seniors. “They are wonderful people.” ■

MEQUON, WI

Called to Serve 
A resident of the Lighthouse at Mequon, William 
(Bill) Feradi served in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II. Raised in Milwaukee and a gradu-
ate of Washington High School, Bill achieved the 
rank of sergeant in the military. He served as a 
cryptographer, first on Guadalcanal and later at 
an active base in the South Pacific. He and his 
fellow cryptographers converted Allied transmis-
sions to code and sent them on their way. 
	
“We felt what we were doing hastened the end 
of the war,” he recalls with some satisfaction. Bill 
was still serving in the Pacific theatre when the 

war ended.
	
Returning to Wisconsin, Bill eventually established 
and operated his own business for over 30 years, 
designing and remodeling kitchens and baths. His 
wife, Doris, worked with him in the business and 
the couple raised a family of three daughters.	
	
Stating that he never wore his Christian Science 
faith on his sleeve, Bill admits to being proud 
that all three of his daughters are following the 
church. “They are all married and I have six 
grandchildren,” he remarks. ■

BROOKFIELD, WI

Family Loves Music
Martina Graf Steffke, a resident of the Lighthouse at 
Brookfield, was born in Vienna, Austria. Her father 
died at a young age and her mother struggled to 
raise five children with healthy appetites. “She was 
always looking for some good meat,” says Martina, 
with obvious respect. “She had to watch the pen-
nies a little, but she fed us well and we were always 
clean—she was a trooper.”
	
Despite these hardships, Martina’s mother did some 
things that would later benefit her children. “She took 
us to the Vienna State Opera to expose us to the bet-

ter things in life,” says Martina, who studied ballet 

for a time. “It interested me, but I never became a first 
class ballerina,” she said. Her sister Maria, however, 
did become an opera singer. “It was great to be in the 
audience and clap for her,” said Martina.
	
Martina and her husband, Pat, eventually came to 
America and today their son, Samuel, carries on 
the family’s musical tradition. He teaches music in a 
Milwaukee-area school and often stops by the 	
Lighthouse at Brookfield to play for the residents.
	
“Samuel is a talented, wonderful musician and I am 
so proud of him,” she says. ■
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Iowa     
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Illinois     
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Superior   715-392-2122

Once Mom or Dad moves to a Lighthouse Senior Living Community, 
there is usually no need to move them to another facility when they 
need more assistance.
	
Some senior communities require residents to move from facility to 
facility as their need progresses for medical care and greater assis-
tance with daily living. But why should they be forced to leave friends 
and familiar surroundings?
	
At the Lighthouse, your loved one can remain in the comfortable, nur-
turing environment he or she has come to call home. As Mom or Dad 
ages, we’ll bring more services to them. For instance, most of our loca-
tions have the ability to manage simple diabetes cases, two-person 
transfers, and memory disorders, services previously available only 
at nursing centers. The extensive training the Lighthouse provides to 
its memory care team enables them to comfort residents and redirect 
aggressive behaviors associated with Alzheimer’s and other forms of 
dementia. The bottom line is that Lighthouse Communities can meet 
many needs that were once thought to be met only in nursing homes.
	

Not only does our team possess the training 
and equipment to provide these additional 
levels of care, but we work closely with 
other organizations to bring services such 

as physical, occupational, and speech therapy and hospice into the 
Lighthouse. Mom and Dad don’t need to trade their Lighthouse home 
for a nursing home or hospital to receive these services.
	
Next time your Mom is hospitalized and the doctor tells you that she 
needs care only a nursing center can provide, please call a Lighthouse 
community and discuss options for managing increased care needs 
right at the Lighthouse. Why remove her from the community of people 
she knows and loves when we can provide almost anything she needs 
within her adopted home.
	
If you have questions about our ability to care for your loved one, you may 
speak with me personally at 952-746-3630 or find the nearest Lighthouse 
Senior Living Community at www.npseniorliving.com. ■

Home Today, Home to Stay
By David Kieffer, Director of Marketing, New Perspective Senior Living

Lighthouse team member Kimberly Osborn leads residents in morning exercises 
at our Brookfield location.
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